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MORGYN BEASLEY was crowned the 2025 Miss Ontario by 2024

Miss Ontario Katie Bolin on June 29. The new Little and Junior

Miss Ontario are Sadie Myers and Kenley Scott. (Bottom photo)
Kenley Scott is crowned after being named Junior Miss Ontario.

(More Photos on Page 10)

Lexington Board makes plans
for upcoming school year

The Lexington Board of Education met Wednesday, June 25.

Julie Borchers, special education, gave an administrative report.

The board approved the monthly financial report for May 2025
as submitted by the treasurer, temporary appropriations for the Fis-
cal Year 2026 at the fund level set at 50% of Fiscal Year 2025 final
appropriations; property, fleet and liability insurance with the Ohio
School Plan for the period of July I, 2025 to June 30, 2026, at a cost
of $113,309; and cyber insurance coverage with Tokio Marine HCC
for the period July I, 2025 to June 30, 2026, at a cost of $6,684.

A donation was accepted in memory of former employee Lois
Lasker in the amount of $50 from Jacque Daup for the Eastern Ele-
mentary Library.

Appropriation modifications approved for FY25 include Bond
Retirement, $78,908.92; LFI Building Fund, $2,750,000; Public
School Support, $36,700; Local Grants, $5,300; Student Activities,
$11,289.04; District Managed Activities, $25,000; Network Con-
nectivity, $955.70; State Grants, $113.58; IDEA-B, ($10,437.35); Ti-
tle 1, $3,885.85; Title IV, $472.16; ECSE, ($42.42); and Title II-A,
$3,273.13

Resignations were accepted, effective at the end of the 2024-°25
school year. These included Jennifer Butler, Elementary School Coun-
selor; Noelle Dudgeon, Central Elementary, intervention specialist;
Elisabeth Wells, Central Elementary, ETR chair for the 2025--"26
school Year; Lydia Severns, Eastern Elementary, intervention special-
ist; Kelli Catanese, Central/Western, assistant principal; Stephanie
Coffman, Central Elementary, third grade teacher; and Scott Curtis,
Central/Western, elementary principal.

Employment was approved for the 2025-"26 school years for April
Thompson, junior high, seventh and eighth grade ELA, one-year
contract; Emily Roberts, junior high, seventh grade ELA, one-year
contract; Megan McCammon, Central Elementary, ETR chair; Ka-
tie Craig, elementary guidance counselor, one-year contract; Erica
Bauer, ELL mentor at the rate of $20 per hour; Jodi McChesney,
Central Elementary, intervention specialist, one year contract; Robin
Dawson, high school, co-advisor for Key Club; Aubrey Klink, high
school, co-advisor for Key Club; Sally Giefer, high school, advisor
informed teens club; Kelli Catanese, Central/Western Primary Prin-
cipal, two-year contract; and Stephanie Coffman, Central/Western
Primary Assistant Principal, two-year contract.

(Continued on Page 14)

Free Shred-It event at Hawkins
Corner is open to the public

The Ohio District 5 Area Agency on Aging, Inc. will host a free
Shred-It event on Saturday, July 12, from 10 am to 1 pm in the
parking lot of Hawkins Corner, 2131 Park Avenue West, Ontario.

This community event is brought to you through a grant for out-
reach, education, and application assistance for Medicare Beneficia-
ries who may qualify for assistance with Medicare Part B through
the Medicare Savings Program or Medicare Part D through the Medi-
care Extra Help Program. This grant is made possible through the
Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act (MIPPA) and
is funded through the Administration for Community Living.

The Shred-It event emphasizes the importance of securely dispos-
ing of documents that contain personal information, such as out-
dated medical forms, bank statements, and insurance paperwork.
Proper shredding helps protect older adults from identity theft, fraud
and scams.

Attendees are encouraged to bring personal documents for on-site,
secure shredding — free of charge. No RSVP is needed. For more in-
formation call 419-524-4144.
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A Book Review
By Mandy Belczak Gurney

MY RIENDS

A NOVH

And just like that, My Friends
has become my favorite Fredrik
Backman book. And since he’s
my favorite author, this book
may stay in my top five list for
all time.

It’s about summer time with
your best friends when you are
14. Where you come from, there
is little money or opportunity so
these friendships are everything.
They are love, life, laughter and
the only glimmer of hope.

Years later, a painting is be-
ing sold for an ungodly amount
of money. The critics and the art
collectors believe it’s special for
its monetary value, but what’s
actually special is the story be-
hind the painting.

The story is then told in true
Backman form with laughter,

poetic truths about humanity
and many tricks and surprises
for the reader.

The character development
is of course, brilliant. If you are
a Backman fan you will fall in
love with these friends just like
you’ve loved Benji, Ove, Elsa
and Britt-Marie. Read it now be-
fore summer ends

My rating: + Y 9

Follow my blog at Green Gur—
neys at GreenGurneys.com

Snyder promoted
at Mechanics Bank

Mechanics Bank has an-
nounced the promotion of Abby
L. Snyder to Senior Vice Presi-
dent, Risk and Strategic Initia-
tives.

Snyder joined Mechanics in
2008 as a Customer Service Rep-
resentative and later served as
the Information Security Officer
and Vice President, Risk Man-
agement.

She holds a bachelor’s degree
from the University of Toledo.

Snyder serves as a board mem-
ber for Catalyst Life Services and
is a 2022 graduate of Leadership
Unlimited.

Mechanics Bank is a full ser-
vice, independent community
bank.
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EXAMINER
— By Ian Stumbo —

Director Joseph  Kosinski
brought Top Gun: Maverick ex-
pertly to life to huge financial
success. He returns
with an original mov-
ie called FI that is the
very definition of a
crowd pleaser and a |
great time from start
to finish.

Brad Pitt stars as
Sonny Hayes, a for-
mer Formula 1 driv-
er who is recruited by
his friend Ruben (Javi-
er Bardem) to help out
with getting his rac-
ing team APXGP out of last place.
Hayes teams up with a young up
and coming racer named Joshua
Pearce (Damson Idris).

The movie chronicles the ups
and downs with the expert and
the rookie and is full of nonstop
racing scenes with nine different
races to try and achieve success.

Pitt is terrific in the lead role
as this seasoned race car driv-
er who wants to help his friend
achieve some wins while also
having one last win himself. He
also sees so much potential in
Pearce while butting heads with
him along the way. This mov-
ie boasts a terrific supporting
cast including an excellent Ker-
ry Condon, Tobias Menzies, Kim
Bodnia and Sarah Niles.

Kosinski is an expert director
when it comes to tight, in your

face racing scenes. Much like he
did with the Top Gun closeups,
he makes the audience feel like
they are in the driver’s
seat with all the turns
and tension that come
with this sport.

Writer Ehren Kru-
ger, who co-wrote Top
Gun: Maverick, writes
this film with some in-
teresting insights into
the sport though it nev-
er gets bogged down in
technical terms or con-
fusing dialogue.

At two and a half

hours, the movie clips along at a

good pace too. It goes from rac-
ing scene to racing scene though
the human elements in between
them are also interesting.

Pitt is very good portraying a
guy who plays by his own rules
and it’s constantly interesting to
learn whether he really knows
what is best versus the experts.

FI needs to be seen on the big-
gest screen possible. This is the
very definition of a popcorn flick
in the best way. With great per-
formances, excellent racing se-
quences and terrific editing from
Oscar winner Stephen Mirrione,
F1 is a great time at the movies
and absolutely one to see.
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Stuff the Bus to benefit Madison students

The 2nd Annual Stuff the Bus will be held at Frenchie Roast, 1262
Ashland Rd., Mansfield (Madison area), on Sunday and Monday,
Aug. 3 and 4, from 8 am to 1 pm.

There are also drop off locations at Caliber Collision, 892 Park
Avenue E., Mansfield, and VFW Post 3494, 853 Ashland Rd., Man-
sfield. An Amazon Wish list is available at https://www.amazon.
com/hz/wishlist/ls/JR8ZMDAVN3M3.

The event will benefit students in Madison Local School District.
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News Briefs

Trinity Grace Fellowship Church, 1592 Grace St., Mansfield (Mad-
ison area), will hold its annual Vacation Bible School July 20-24
from 6-8:30 pm each night.

The VBS is for children kindergarten through eighth grade.

Entitled “Wonder Junction,” children will marvel at the life of Je-
sus and learn to live for His glory. Registration is available online at
https://trinity-grace.myanswers.com/wonder-junction.

*

The City of Ontario will host Concerts in the Park at Marshall
Park’s band shell from 6 to 8 pm this summer.

Concerts are scheduled for:

July 22, The Return

Aug. 12, Soul Town Live

Aug. 26, Oolong Gurus

*

The Lexington Area Senior Citizens Inc., invites those 55 and old-
er to attend meetings the third Wednesday of every month at 11:30
am. February through May, the group will meet at New Life Church of
Christ (NLC of C), 195 W. Durbin, Bellville. Cost is $17 for the meal.

Meetings June through December will be held at Der Dutchman,
Rt. 96, Bellville. Meals are $16, with an additional $2 for pie.

The next meal will be July 16, with roast beef and bingo. Those at-
tending are asked to bring a prize labeled for a man, woman or both.

For information visit www.lexasc.org. Dues are $10 per year.

*

Mansfield Airport Day will be held at Mansfield Lahm Airport on
Saturday, Aug. 2, from 2-10 pm.

The lighted drone show is back for a third year and there will be
a food truck rally, aircraft fly-in, airplane and helicopter flights, free
live entertainment and kids zone. There will also be a car, truck and
cycle show.

Admission and parking are free. Lahm is located at 2000 Har-
rington Memorial Rd., Mansfield. For information call 419-295-2478.
*

A Shiloh Mennonite Community Benefit Auction for Special Needs
Children will be held Saturday, July 12, from 9 am to 4 pm, at the
Blooming Grove Auction, Inc., 1091 Free Rd., Shiloh.

This will be a live country auction held in an open-air barn. Pro-
ceeds benefit both the DDC Clinic and the Clinic for Special Children
in Lancaster, PA.

*

Lexington Church of the Cross UMC, 236 Otterbein Dr., Lexing-
ton, is hosting Wonderful Wednesdays now through July 30, from
10-11:30 am. The Wednesdays will include crafts, snacks, games,
music and stories. A fiesta will be held Aug. 3, at 11 am.

For information and registration call 419-884-2150 or visit www.
churchofthecrosslex.com.

*

A recycling trailer will be in the parking lot at Ontario United
Methodist Church, 3540 Park Avenue West, July 26 and 27. Accept-
able items include steel and aluminum cans, crushed milk jugs, de-

<%z (& TOP10 REASONS TO CHOOSE
ESNOWSIC!

GL

SU MARY{ORTH

10. Ed Choice Schcolarships Available For Everyone

9. 11 Technology for All Students

8. Field Trips and Enrichment in All Grades
7. Transportation Through Public Schools
6. Before and After School Care

REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR PRESCHOOL - GRADE 8 | CALL 419.589.2114

tergent bottles, plastic bottles with number 1 or 2 on the bottom,
broken down cardboard, all papers included with the newspaper but
no other magazines or paper. Please remove caps from bottles and
rinse all containers well.

*

Junior Achievement of North Central Ohio will host the Annual
Golf Classic on Monday, July 21 at Deer Ridge Golf Course in Bell-
ville. The event supports financial literacy, career readiness and en-
trepreneurship education for thousands of K-12 students across our
rural communities.

Cost is $600 for a four-person team and the fee includes lunch,
snacks, SuperTicket, drink tickets and contests. Cash prizes include
awards for first, second, middle of the pack and 24th place. There
will be a putting contest, hole-in-one challenge, closest to the pin,
longest drive and more.

For information or to register visit https://secure.qgiv.com/for/
shcgo/event/2025drgolfclassic/

CACY'’s Store It Safe Richland Program offers lock boxes for fire-
arms, sharp objects and medications to protect and reduce risk of
injury and save lives.

Contact the CACY office at 419-774-5683 or andersont@cacyohio.
com for details. If someone is thinking of harming themselves, call
the local crisis helpline at 419-522-HELP (4357).

*

The 35th Annual Silver King Tractor Festival and Show will be
held Aug. 1, 2 and 3 at Mary Fate Park, 200 Sandusky St. (Rt. 61),
Plymouth.

The Silver Kings of Yesteryear Tractor Club will host the event that
will include all brands of antique tractors and farm equipment, a
parts swap meet for Silver King parts, vendors, entertaintment, raffle
items and a 50/50 drawing.

Set-up is July 31. For information call 567-275-1105.

*

Richland County Children Services (RCCS) will team up with
community partners Richland Newhope, Richland County Board
of Developmental Disabilities, Catalyst Life Services, Mansfield
Branch-YMCA of North Central Ohio and Richland Public Health for
the Together We Move 5K & 1-miler Fun Run.

The event will be Saturday, July 26. The 5K starts at 9 am at the
Mansfield YMCA and the 1-Miler Fun Run starts at 10:15 am at Ster-
kel Park. Race day registration opens at 8 am. Sign up at https://run-
signup.com/Race/OH/Mansfield/TogetherWeMove5K

*

Kingwood Walks, hosted By Ohio District 5 Area Agency on Ag-
ing, will be held July 8 and Aug. 12, at Kingwood, 50 N. Trimble
Rd., Mansfield, from 10-11:30 am.

No registration is required for this Mobility Steps event and gates
open at 10 am. Check-in is at the welcome desk and admission is
free if participating in the walk.

Learn about the AAAS programs and services and Richland Coun-
ty Mobility Management while walking through Kingwood Center
Gardens. For more information on the walk at Kingwood contact
Randy Hutchinson at 567-247-6483.

(Continued on Page 5)

CORPUS

|
HOLICISCHOOL!
5. Free Lunch for All Students

4. Family Atmosphere with Experienced, Caring Staff

3. Small Class Sizes = One on One Attention
2. Strong academis and Leadership Opportunities
1. Christ is the Reason for Our School

| ADMITS STUDENTS OF ANY RACE, COLOR, AND NATIONAL OR ETHNIC ORIGIN
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Clay Memorial Lutheran Church
1601 Amoy East Rd., Mansfield
419-747-6882
Pastor Carol Kilgore
Sunday School 9:15 am e Sunday Worship 10:30 am

Clear Fork Alliance Church
1008 State Route 97, Bellville
419-886-4333 ¢ www.clearforkalliance.org
Rev. Matt Merendino
Rev. Mike Stine, Associate Pastor
9 am Sunday School ® 10 am Sunday Worship
Sunday Evening 6 pm Home Groups
Monday Men's Group 7:30 pm
Wednesday evenings: 6:45 pm, Prayer Meeting
6:30-8 pm and TeamKID and Youth Group

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
200 West Third St., Mansfield
419-524-4813  mansfield1stcc1833@gmail.com
Rev. David Zerby
Office Hours: Tu., W., Th. 9 am to 1 pm
10:30 am Sunday Worship
Christian Builders, Sunday, 9:30 am
www.FirstChristianChurchMansfield.com
FB: FirstChristianChurch,Mansfield,Ohio

First Congregational Church
640 Millsboro Rd., Mansfield
419-756-3046  www.mansfieldfcc.com
Pastor Brad Bunn
8:30 am Chapel ¢ 10:30 am Sanctuary
10:30 am Sunday School (nursery-high school)
10:30 am Monday Morning Bible Study
7:30 am Wednesday Men's Breakfast

First English Lutheran Church
53 Park Avenue West, Mansfield
419-522-0662 * www.felc-mansfield.org
Pastor Jay Jackson
9 am Sunday School ® 10 am Sunday Worship
Call about Prayer Groups, Small Groups, Bible

Studies, Book Clubs, Pub Theology, Community Meals, Free
Produce distribution and Senior Boxes.

Grace Episcopal Church
41 Bowman Street, Mansfield
419-524-2661
Rev. Christopher D. Hofer, Priest-in-Charge
Rev. Daniel Orr, Associate Priest
Worship: Sundays, 8 am and 10:15 am
Christian Formation for All Ages: Sundays, 9:15 am
Food Pantry: Thursdays, 9-11 am
2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 4-6 pm
gracemansfield.org ¢ facebook.com/GraceChurchMansfield

G &M Body & Paint Shop
1689 West Fourth St., Ontario ® 419-529-2747

Wappner Funeral Home
Mansfield e Ontario ® Ashland * 419-522-521T

Lexington Church of Christ
230 Delaware Ave., Lexington
419-884-1532 ¢ www.lccoh.com
Lead Minister Brandon Bogue
9 am Sunday School ¢ 10 am Sunday Worship

Lexington Presbyterian Church
35 Church St. West, Lexington
419-884-1330
Pastor Denny Nezrick
10:30 am Sunday Worship
https://www.facebook.com/Lexington-Presbyteri-
an-Church-117768414915815

Mansfield 1st Presbyterian Chuch
399 Trimble Rd., Mansfield
419-756-7066 ® www.mansfield1st.com
Rev. Joseph Yerger
9 am Adult & Youth Sunday School
10 am Traditional Sunday Worship
ADA Accessible Nursery & Children’s Programming

Mansfield Baptist Temple
752 N. Stewart Rd., Mansfield
419-589-5413 ¢ www.mbt.org
Pastor Rob Kurtz
9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am & 5:30 pm Sunday Worship
7 pm Wednesday Service

Oakland Lutheran Church
2045 Olivesburg Rd., Mansfield
419-571-9920
Pastor Paul Lintern
9 am Sunday Worship

Ontario United Methodist Church
3540 Park Avenue West., Ontario
419-529-4345 e ontarioumc.com

Rev. J.P. Snyder
9:30 am Grace & Eggs
11 am Sunday Worship and Kingdom Kids

St. John's United Church of Christ
68 Park Avenue East, Mansfield
419-522-2813 » www.stjohnsmansfield.org
Pastor Faith Proietti
10 am Sunday Worship
Office hours: Mon-Fri 9am to 1pm
AA Meetings M & F 10 am & noon;
Wed. noon Brown Bag and Sat. 6 pm
Clothing Ministry by appt: 419-512-9817

Southside Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
2055 Middle-Bellville Rd., Mansfield
419-756-3436
Pastor Paul Lintern
10:45 am Sunday Worship

Trinity Grace Fellowship
1592 Grace St., Mansfield
419-589-5890 e trinitygracefellowship.org
Pastor Larry Carnes
9:30 am Sunday Worship ® 11 am Sunday School
Bible Study Mondays 2 pm

Richland
County Fair
begins Aug. 3

The 175th Richland County
Fair is coming Aug. 3-9.

The fair’s opening day is Sun-
day. At 2 pm there will be a 4-H
Dog Agility Show in the horse
pleasure arena. A fair opening
ceremony and flag raising will
be held at the center flag pole at
3 pm. The Jr. Fair King & Queen
Pageant and Coronation will be
held in the John Hartz Building
at 5:30 pm. Harness racing will
also be at 5:30 pm.

The Bake-a-Rama Awards
& Auction will be in the John
Hartz Building at 6:30 pm.

Heartland will perform in the
Nature Park at 7 pm. They are
a contemporary Christian band.

On Monday, the Ageless King/
Queen Contest will be held in
the John Hartz Building at 2
pm. The Horse Royalty Corona-
tion will be he;d at 5 pm in the
horse arena. Harness racing will
be at 5:30 pm, followed by wein-
er dog racing. The Jr. Fair Dog
Fun Show begins at 6:30 pm in
the John Hartz Building. The
Mid-Ohio Community Band will
give a performance in the Nature
Park at 7 pm.

Christian music artists Jor-
dan Feliz and Riley Clemons will
perform Tuesday, Aug. 5. Gates
open at 6 pm with the concerts
set to start at 7 pm. For tick-
ets visit https://app.fairs.com/
e/4a69d5626f0f4591. Mason
Shane will give a performance of
light rock and original songs in
the Nature Park at 7 pm.

On Wednesday, a pie auction
is planned for 5 pm in the Arts
and Crafts Building. Keith Hunt-
er will give an acoustic/easy
listening concert in the Nature
Park at 7 pm.

The rodeo will be held
Wednesday at 7 pm. Grandstand
seating is free with $10 reserved
seats available. Also at 7 pm will
be the Jr. Fair Talent Show in the
John Hartz Building.

At 1:30 pm, the Barnyard
Olympics will be held in the
show arena on Thursday.

The Central Ohio Truck Pull
Circuit and County Tractor Pull
is also Thursday beginning at
5 pm. Grandstand seating is in-
cluded with admission with $10
reserved seats, $10 pit and $20
back gate tickets.

The Johnny Appleseed
Squares will meet in the Red

(Continued on Page 15)
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(Continued from Page 3)

Mobility Steps meets at The Ontario Center (formerly Richland
Mall) from 10 am to noon on the first and third Wednesday of every
month (excluding holidays). Walkers meet at the Center Mall any-
time between 10 am and 12 pm.

*

Richland Public Health in collaboration with Avita, Cleveland
Clinic, Nationwide Children’s Hospital, OhioHealth and Third Street
Family Health Services, will present the 2nd Annual Free Communi-
ty Health Day on Tuesday, July 22 from 9 am to 3 pm in the Richland
Public Health parking lot, 555 Lexington Ave., Mansfield.

Free/low cost health services will be provided.

The vendor registration deadline is Friday, July 11. For informa-
tion contact Shannon Nelson at snelson@richlandhealth.org or 419-
774-4761.

Obituary Listings for
Wappner Funeral Directors

Robert D. Henry, June 20
Virginia Lee McPeek, June 20
Steven Lynn James Sr., June 22
Ferdinand Frank, June 23

Nita Lilly Morey, June 25
Michael Lynn Zeiter, June 26
Jacob King, June 28

Joyce Cora Wendland, June 28
Donald Edward Crist Jr., July 1
Lois Evelyn Kilgore, July 1
Donald Eugene Thomas, July 1
Anita Lois Penrose, July 2
Barbara Ann Gibson, July 3

View Full Obituaries at www.dignitymemorial.com

Our Family Serving Your Family for
Five Generations Since 1872

WAPPNER

Funeral Directors & Crematory

Three Locations to Serve You
Mansfield « 98 South Diamond St. « 419-522-5211
Ontario 100 S. Lexington-Springmill Rd. « 419-529-2323
Ashland . 308 Claremont Avenue « 419-289-1552

www.wappner.com

Photo By Mark Shutt

Richland County Fair
August 3—9, 2025

GRANDSTAND EVENTS:
Sunday: Harness Racing, 5:30 pm
Monday: Harness Racing, 5:30 pm

Tuesday: Riley Clemons/Jordan Feliz, 7 pm
(Tickets: richlandcountyfair.com)
Wednesday: Rodeo, 6 pm « $10 Reserved Seats
Thursday: Truck/County Tractor Pull, 7 pm

$10 Pit or Reservede $20 Back Gate

Friday: Motocross 7 pm
$10 Pit or Reservede $20 Back Gate

Saturday: Demolition Derby, 5 pm
$10 Reserved « $20 Back Gate

Monday Senior Citizens $5
Tuesday Kids Day ($10 Ride Wristbands 12—4 pm)
Thursday Free for Military & Veterans with ID

General Gate Admission (Includes Grandstand) $10
Admission for Children 48” and under is free!
Membership & Season Tickets (7 admissions) $40

Richland Co. Fairgrounds ¢ 750 N. Home Rd. Mansfield
richlandcountyfair.com
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Ontario Fourth of July Festival
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Ontario Fourth of July Festival
Pbotos By L1II1ana Allen
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Miss ONTARIO 2025 — Photos By Traci Little
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Miss ONTARIO 2025 — Photos By Traci Little

The good neighbor
for small business

Call or stop in today

o StateFarmr

Michelle Gates
Michelle Gates, Agent

2021 Park Avenue West, Suite 100
Ontario, OH 44906

Bus: 419-756-5010
michelle@michellegates.com
www.michellegates.com

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX
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National Corvette Museum celebrates sports car’s
history, showcases inspiration for future design

Photos and Article By Jenna Wolford

As many of our readers may recall, my family usually takes a
family vacation around this time of year and I report about our ex-
periences at family-friendly attractions. Readers have followed us to
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Tennessee and Florida, and this year we
make our way to “The Bluegrass State” of Kentucky.

Our first stop was the National Corvette Museum in Bowling
Green.

I have visited my share of car museums over the years, but this
exceeded my expectations with the quality and number of vehicles
and exhibits.

Corvettes of every year, style and color were placed for an optimal
visitor experience. Plaques and videos accompanied the vehicles to
help tell the full story of each piece. Some vehicles were grouped to-
gether in displays including a 1950s Mobill gas and service station.

At the beginning of our self-guided tour was a car that is highly
significant to the museum and its founding. A 1953 Corvette, it is
only one of 300 General Motors built that year — the Corvette’s first
year of production. Each was hand-assembled in a delivery garage
in Flint, MI and were painted Polo White with red interior and a
black soft top.

Helping to launch the museum in 1988, Ray Quinlan offered the
car which was the first on display when the museum opened in
1994. The car recently returned to the museum after a partial-resto-
ration focusing on paint, body and interior.

Quinlan’s donation shifted the conversation from a proposed Cor-
vette library to a museum dedicated to preserving and celebrating
the legacy of Corvette.

A 1954 Corvette of high interest was the “Entombed Corvette.”
This car definitely has an interesting story to tell after being con-
tained in a brick encasement in the back room of a Maine grocery
store for over 25 years. The car remains as it was the day it was en-
tombed, original paint and all.

After the grocery store was sold, the new owners asked that the
car be removed and the daughter of the original owner took the car
and placed it in her living room in Daytona Beach, FL for 10 years,
beginning in 1986. It has now found its home at the museum, dis-
played in a partial recreation of it’s grocery store tomb.

The McMichael Family Education Gallery, which opened in April,
is a 2,500-square foot space is inspired by the small studios utilized
in designing many Corvettes including the Mako Shark and Manta
Ray models. It includes interactive displays and production photos.

Among the collection of over 100 cars are prototypes that never
made it to the production line. Even the futuristic 1968 Astro-Vette
is included —- created as part of an aerodynamic study. The 1964
XP-819, known as The “Ugly Duckling,” was the first concept Cor-

- THE
LOVE
AFFAIR

BEGINS

THIS 1953 CORVETTE helped launch the museum after being do-
nated by Ray Quinlan. It was the first on display when the muse-
um opened in 1994,

vette with a rear engine and helped with later design even though
the prototype was proven to have issues that prevented it from being
mass produced.

The history of the Corvette is also prominently covered in the mu-
seum. From the development of the logo to how the name came to
be, all aspects of its creation and introduction to the world are ex-
plored.

Pop Culture and Corvette: An American Love Affair is the newest
exhibit. Here visitors will find over a dozen Corvettes featured in
movies, tv and popular culture. Among cars on display is the 1973
Corvette from the Hawaii Five-O reboot and futuristic concept cars
from the Transformer movies. Also on display is the 1959 Stingray
Racer driven by Elvis Presley in Clambake and a 1954 model owned
by Jerry Lee Lewis. Visitors can also view custom signed guitars in-
spired by Corvettes as part of this exhibit.

These cars are showcased in the skydome at the museum. This
skydome is not only iconic for its shape resembling the curvature
of a Corvette’s speedometer, but for an event that happened in 2014
when a sinkhole measuring 40 feet wide by 60 feet long and 30 feet
deep, opened and swallowed eight Corvettes.

Now, 11 years later, the floor has been repaired with a viewing
window allowing visitors to see the depth of the sink hole. The 1984
Corvette PPG Pace Car involved in the cave-in remains on display. Far
beyond repair after its fall into the sinkhole, it has become a popular

(Continued on Page 13)

THIS 1953 CORVETTE was once encased in a brick “tomb” in a
grocery store for over 25 years. It still has the original paint.
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eNational Corvette Museum celebrates sports car’s history

(Continued from Page 12)
stop for visitors as it remains in the same
condition as when it was recovered.

The one millionth produced Corvette also
fell into the sinkhole but has been restored to
its glory days and is on display once again.

An exhibit is dedicated to the photograph-
ic talent of Richard Prince, a Corvette Hall
of Fame inductee. Large photo prints cele-
brate his 30 years of documenting Ameri-
can sports racing cars. The exhibit also fea-
tures five race cars including a C5-R Chasis
#4 driven by Dale Earnhardt, Dale Earnhardt
Jr., Kelly Collins and Andy Pilgrim. Its most
famous appearance was at 2001’s 24 Hours
of Daytona, just two weeks before Earnhardt
Senior’s crash which took his life.

As we were leaving we stopped to view
the Corvette “nursery” where new models
await their adoption date from their new
owner. Picking-up a new vehicle at the loca-
tion qualifies the buyer for special treatment
including a museum tour, photos with their
new “baby” and special plaques. If you are
in the market for a new ‘Vette you’ll want to
look into making the special trip.

For those bringing their Corvette to the
museum for a visit, check out www.cor-
vettemuseum.org/corvette-experience-pro-
gram to find out about special opportunities,
tours and services.

The museum also offers Stingray Grill,
open daily from 10 am to 3 pm and a racing
simulator experience utilizing virtual reality.

The museum will celebrate its 31st anni-
versary with a three-day celebration Aug.
28-30, filled with special presentations, raf-

fles and festivities. Registration is required
and ends Aug. 1. Register online or call Me-
lissa at 270-777-4556.

The National Corvette Museum is locat-
ed one mile from the General Motors Bowl-
ing Green Assembly Plant where Corvettes
are manufactured. Plant tours are available
a few weeks each year including the weeks
of Aug. 11 and 25 and Nov. 10. Reservations
are required.

Honoring veterans and active military,
the museum participates in the Blue STAR
Museum Program offering free admission
in November. Additionally, until Sept. 1, ac-
tive-duty military personnel can receive free

admission for themselves and up to five fam-
ily members. A military ID is required.

Visit the museum at 350 Corvette Dr.,
Bowling Green, KY. For information visit
corvettemuseum.org or call 270-781-7973.

T~

THIS 1984 CORVETTE PPG PACE CAR was the product of a col-
laboration between Chevrolet and PPG Industries, the sponsor
of the CART IndyCar World Series. Their result was a 450-horse-
power Corvette, featuring a V8 built by Katech and a Borg-Warner
five-speed transmission. The custom chassis included coil-over
shocks on each corner, and the body was finished in a special
PPG paint called Deltron Acrylic Urethane Orange Glow Candy. It
featured a special exhaust system that could be easily heard, even
in front of a pack of race cars. The car was one of eight Corvettes
that plunged into the sinkhole in 2014. Since the car featured so
many custom-built parts, it was determined that any attempt at
a restoration would be impractical. This Corvette remains in the
same condition as when it was extracted from the sinkhole.

THE ONE MILLIONTH CORVETTE was produced in 1992. This was
one of eight Corvettes that fell into the sinkhole. General Motors
restored the Corvette at its Technical Center in Warren, MI. Res-
toration took four months and about 1,200 man-hours. The car’s
hood and front fascia were replaced, but other original compo-
nents like the wheels, exhaust system, instrument panel and leath-
er seats were fully repaired.
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eLexington Board makes plans
for upcoming school year

(Continued from Front Page)

The board approved Michelle Rastetter, Marsha Hass, Gretchen
Winner, Ashley Smith, Lynn Walters, Annette Rush, Melanie Walk-
er Jessica Reasor, Cara Pelphrey, Bethany Sharrock, Rachel Smith,
Stephanie Blackstone, Lindsay Them, Janie Zeger, Hannah Whitney,
Karie Whitaker, Elisabeth Wells, Lindsey Musille, Amanda Jones,
Jessica Duffey, Jaime Chambers, Judith Hoover, Jennifer Hooper,
Christina Mueller, Ellissa Anderson, Mark Hoover, Mike Schwech-
heimer, Maty Haas, Danya Davis, Joy Bowman (volunteer), Chris-
tine Elder, Laura Pfeiffer, Bruce Dewey, Kevin Richer, Erica Bauer,
Amy Richwine and Sandra LaLiberte for working STEAM camp, Ju-
ly 28 through Aug. 8, 2025 ($1,200 total for both weeks).

Salary adjustments were approved for Dairia Edmunds and Buck
Morton. Katie Craig resigned as an elementary aide, effective end of
the 2024-"25 school year.

Sonja Knapp was hired as an elementary custodian, effective June
16, for one-year. Also hired were Mason Ball, custodial substitute,
effective June 5; Isaiah Kimmet, custodial substitute, summer 2025;
and Haylee Hershner, summer 2025 academic mentor at $25/hour,
dates to be determined.

Coaching resignations were accepted from Jeff Strickler, high
school varsity baseball coach; Jason Whitesel, volunteer coach, girls
bowling; and Holli-Ann Anschutz, freshman cheer.

Coaches approved for the 2025-’26 school year are Lisa Pfizen-
mayer, junior high cross country; Grayson Murray, freshman foot-
ball; Luke Roger, junior high football; John Watkins, junior high
football; Mason Willeke, boys soccer; Abbegael David, varsity girls
basketball; Whitney Eibon, JV girls golf; Aedan Nicol, assistant var-
sity football; Brian George, volunteer assistant boys soccer and Eric
Turlo, volunteer assistant boys soccer.

Tuition students approved for the 2025-"26 school year include
Lucille Strang, new, second grade, tuition waived, following a teach-
ing parent; Theodore Strang, new, fourth grade, tuition waived, fol-
lowing a teaching parent; Benson Brown, continuing, fourth grade;
and Bronson Brown, continuing, eighth grade.

The board approved the course description change for ‘Memoirs’
and ‘Reading for College’.

The board approved district building handbooks for the 2025-"26
school year and the Special Education Department Policies, Proce-
dures, and Practices and Section 504 Guidebook.

Emma Bacquet was named the student representative to the board
for the class of 2026.

A contract with Allerton Hill Consulting Services, effective July
1, 2025-June 30, 2026, was approved. The FY ‘26 845 contract with
MOESC was also approved.

View, Print & SavePast Issues
at www.tribune-courier.com
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STUDENTS IN THE ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM

at Ohio State Mansfield show Brutus how robots can be pro-
grammed to perform basic engineering functions.

Ohio State Mansfield to host
Buckeye Preview Day July 25

The Ohio State University at Mansfield welcomes students of all
ages for a special summer Buckeye Preview Day July 25, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Students interested in a college degree from Ohio State will get to
explore campus and interact with staff in in admissions, financial
aid, current students and faculty.

“Buckeye Preview Days are perhaps the best way to experience
The Ohio State University at Mansfield,” said Diane Kanney, director
for Regional Campus Recruitment Strategies and Initiatives. “We’re
very excited to offer this opportunity during the summer, when most
students are out of class and still making plans for college.”

Students who would like to enroll for the autumn semester, but
have not yet applied, are welcome. Students who are already admit-
ted are encouraged to register for orientation.

Attendees are asked to register by July 23, although walk-in par-
ticipation is also welcome. To register, visit go.osu.edu/visitmans-
field. For more assistance contact Mansfield-AskABuckeye@osu.edu.

Madison Board holds special meeting

The Madison Local School Board of Education met for a special
meeting June 25 in the Madison Middle School Professional Devel-
opment Room.

The board approved an advance of funds from General Fund to
Health Insurance Liability Fund in the amount of $865,000 to be
reimbursed in FY 2026. The board also approved the revised perma-
nent appropriations for FY 2025.

FIGHTING FOR A DIFFERENT FUTURE

SAVE THE DATE : 2025 Walk to End Alzheimer’s - Saturday, September 13

Mansfield

Event Details : Check in 9:00 am | Ceremony / Walk at 10:00 am
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eCounty fair begins August 3

(Continued from Page 4)
Barn from 6-8 pm. The Draft Horse/Pony Under Saddle Fun
Show will be in the Draft Horse Arena at 6 pm and the 4-H
Style Revue will be in thr John Hartz Building at 6:30 pm.
The classic rock group Diminished will perform at 7 pm in the Na-
ture Park.

The Light Horses “Easy Gaited Fun Show” will be at 10 am Friday
and the Kiddie Pedal Tractor Pull will be in the show arena at 1 pm.

The Jr. Fair Showman of Showmen Contest is at 3:30 pm and
Open Free Style Reining is at 5:30 pm.

At 6:30 pm will be the Draft Horse/Draft Pony Pull in the Draft
Horse Arena and Sweet Umbra will perform older classic rock at 7
pm in the Big Red Barn.

Motocross will begin at 7 pm on Friday. Gates open at 3 pm with
practive until 5 pm. This is included with admission. $10 reserved
seats, $10 pit and $20 back gate tickets are also available.

The Jr. Fair Livestock Auction will be held in the Show Arena at
9:30 am Saturday. The Jr. Fair Recognition & Awards Program will
be in the John Hartz Building at 4:30 pm.

Saturday’s entertainment will be a demolition derby at 5 pm. This
is included with admission with $10 reserved seats and $20 back
gate seats available.

Gone Sovereign, a classic rock and country band, will perform at
the Red Barn at 7 pm.

General gate admission includes most grandstand activities and is
$10 and free for children under 48 inches tall.

A membership ticket (seven admissions) is $40.

Senior Citizens Day is Monday Aug. 4, with $5 admission for se-
nior citizens. Armed Forces Day is Thursday Aug. 7, from 8 am to
closing. Admission is free with ID to all veterans and active duty.

Kids Day is Tuesday, Aug. 5, from noon to 4 pm.Ride wristbands
will be $10. Sunday through Wednesday, wristbands will be $20 and
Thursday through Saturday they will be $25. Rides open at noon,
Sunday through Saturday.

The Richland County Fairgrounds are located at 750 N. Home Rd.,
Mansfield. For information and the full schedule visit https://rich-
landcountyfair.com.

New Dolly Parton Imagination
Library kiosk announced

Parents and caregivers will now be able to register children 0-5
years of age for a free book each month, through the Dolly Parton
Imagination Library, at Buckeye Imagination Museum.

Richland Public Health and Buckeye Imagination Museum will
celebrate with a ribbon cutting on Thursday, July 10, at 11 am at the
Buckeye Museum, 175 W. 3rd St., Mansfield.

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library of Ohio mails one age-appro-
priate book to children each month at no cost to families. Any child
in Ohio between birth and age five can sign up. The Imagination Li-
brary is dedicated to inspiring a love of reading and learning by gift-
ing books, free of charge to families.

Currently, only 4,459 (66%) of Richland County’s eligible chil-
dren (birth to age five) are registered in the program.“We are thrilled
to spearhead this initiative and provide the children of Richland
County the opportunity to read, learn, and grow with their families.
Extensive studies have shown that reading with young children is
important for kindergarten readiness and improves health literacy”
Dr. Julie Chaya, Health Commissioner, stated.

Each book is $2.60 for each child every month. The total cost of
Richland County’s current Imagination Library program is approxi-
mately $120,000 each year. The Dolly Parton Imagination Library of
Ohio pays for 50% of program costs. This means that the remaining
50% of programming costs ($60,000 each year) is the responsibility
of donors and sponsors in the Richland County community. Organi-
zations or individuals who wish to support Richland County’s Imag-
ination Library can reach out to 419-774-4761 or chps@richland-
health.org to learn more about the local Coalition and sponsorship/
donor opportunities. To learn more or to enroll a child between the
ages of 0-5 visit richlandhealth.org/imagination-library.

#iomeducates

Chamber’s Clint Knight graduates from
Institute for Organization Management

Institute for Organization Management, the professional develop-
ment program of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, is pleased to an-
nounce that Clint Knight, IOM, Director of Workforce Development
of the Richland Area Chamber & Economic Development, has grad-
uated from the program and has received the recognition of IOM.
Awarded to all graduates of the Institute program, the IOM Graduate
Recognition signifies the individual’s completion of 96 credit hours
of course instruction in non-profit management. In addition, partici-
pants can earn credit hours towards the Certified Chamber Executive
(CCE) or Certified Association Executive (CAE), certifications. Near-
ly 1,000 individuals attend Institute annually.

“Institute graduates are recognized across the country as leaders
in their industries and organizations,” said Raymond P. Towle, IOM,
CAE, the U.S. Chamber’s vice president of Institute for Organization
Management. “These individuals have the knowledge, skills, and
dedication necessary to achieve professional and organizational suc-
cess in the dynamic association and chamber industries.”

Since its commencement in 1921, the Institute program has been
educating tens of thousands of association, chamber, and other non-
profit leaders on how to build stronger organizations, better serve
their members and become strong business advocates. Institute’s
curriculum consists of four weeklong sessions at four different uni-
versity locations throughout the country. Through a combination of
required courses and electives in areas such as leadership, advoca-
cy, marketing, finance, and membership, Institute participants are
able to enhance their own organizational management skills and
add new fuel to their organizations, making them run more effi-
ciently and effectively.

Institute for Organization Management is the professional devel-
opment program of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. It is the premier
nonprofit professional development program for association and
chamber professionals, fostering individual growth through interac-
tive learning and networking opportunities.

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce is the world’s largest business
organization representing companies of all sizes across every sector
of the economy. Our members range from the small businesses and
local chambers of commerce that line the Main Streets of America to
leading industry associations and large corporations.
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Richland Academy unveils newly renovated studio

Richland Academy of the Arts
held a ribbon cutting ceremony
Wednesday, June 25, celebrating
the completion of phase one of
the “Empower the Arts” renova-
tion and modernization project.

The event marked the official
opening of the new Tap-Jazz
Dance Studio.

The celebration brought to-
gether community leaders, do-
nors, parents, students, alum-
ni, instructors, board members,
elected officials and local coun-
cil members.

After opening remarks, the
ribbon was ceremonially cut,
symbolizing a new milestone in
the RAA’s mission to foster artis-
tic growth and creativity for all

ages. Guests then enjoyed light
refreshments while touring the
new studio and sharing in the
academy’s commitment to ex-
cellence in arts education.

RAA extends its deepest grat-
itude to State Senator Mark Ro-
manchuk, State Representative
Marilyn John and Jessica De-
Long, Senior Ohio Grants Ad-
ministrator, whose support and
advocacy were instrumental in
securing the funding that made
this transformation possible.

Their dedication to the arts
and educational advancement
has significantly  enhanced
RRA’s ability to serve its stu-
dents and the broader Richland
County community.

The “Empower the Arts” Cap-
ital Campaign remains active,
with ongoing efforts to raise ad-
ditional funds for renovation and
modernization of the facility.

Visit richlandacademy.com to
learn more or reach out to exec-
utive director, Dr. Michael Ben-
son at mbenson@richlandacad-
emy.com.

Founded in 1991, RAA is lo-
cated in downtown Mansfield at
4th and Walnut, next to the car-
rousel.

Supported by the Ohio Arts
Council and Area Agency on Ag-
ing, Richland Academy of the
Arts offers programs for all ages
in dance, music, theatre, visual
arts and martial arts.

STEM Summer
Camp offered to
sixth through
eighth graders

Youth in sixth through eighth
grade have an exciting oppor-
tunity to attend STEM Summer
Camp July 21-25 at Ohio State
Mansfield. Join Ohio State pro-
fessors in biology, engineering,
math and a NASA Solar Sys-
tem Ambassador for a hands-on
learning experience you’re sure
to remember.

Students will get hands-on
experience learning how to sur-
vive in space, by building a lu-
nar-based structure and using
real engineering skills to solve
problems.

“If you have a student or a
child who is interested in STEM
or might be, this is a great time
to explore opportunities and
help stimulate interest in our
youth,” said Adrienne Hopson,
senior lecturer of biology at Ohio
State Mansfield.

Other staff and faculty helping
put on the program include Ter-
ri Bucci, associate professor of
education; Juan Pablo, assistant
professor of engineering; Gabe
Karns, clinical assistant profes-
sor of environment and natural
resources; and Ashley Smith; as-
sociate faculty of education.

There are no overnight pro-
visions, so parents or guardians
need to provide transportation
for each day. Lunch is provided.

Registration is capped at 36
participants. Register online at
https://osu.azl.qualtrics.com/
jfe/form/SV_OpmbsRXapG3xjJs.

For more information, contact
Adriene Hopson at hopson.37@
osu.edu or Ashley Smith at
smith.15229 @osu.edu
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Madison student honored at
annual SKkillsUSA Workforce
Development event

A career and technical student from the Madison area was rec-
ognized at the 2025 SkillsUSA Championships, held in Atlanta, on
June 25-26 with a certificate of accomplishment.

More than 6,500 students competed at the national showcase of
career and technical education. The SkillsUSA Championships is the
largest skill competition in the world and covers 1.79 million square
feet, equivalent to 31 football fields or 41 acres.

First place state winners were invited to the event to demon-
strate their technical skills, workplace skills and personal skills in
114 hands-on occupation-
al and leadership compe-
titions including robotics,
automotive  technology,
drafting, criminal justice,
aviation maintenance and
public speaking.

Industry leaders from
| 850 businesses, corpora-
tions, trade associations
and unions planned and
evaluated the contestants
against their standards for
entry-level workers. More
than 1,200 industry judg-
es and technical commit-
tee members participated
this year.

All SkillsUSA Champi-
onships competitors were
honored on Friday night,
June 27 at the closing
SkillsUSA Awards Session
at State Farm Arena.

As an indicator of pro-
ficiency, Skill Point Cer-
tificates were awarded to

: the national contestants
who met a predetermlned threshold contest score for their SkillsU-
SA event, demonstrating workplace readiness. Students can add this
certificate to an employment portfolio.

Jacelynn Barley, from Mansfield and a student at Madison Com-
prehensive High School, was awarded a Skill Point Certificate in Pre-
pared Speech.

“More than 6,500 students from every state in the nation partic-
ipated in the 2025 SkillsUSA Championships,” said SkillsUSA Ex-
ecutive Director Chelle Travis. “This showcase of career and tech-
nical education demonstrates SkillsUSA at its finest. Our students,
instructors and industry partners work together to ensure that every
student excels. This program expands learning and career opportu-
nities for our members.”

The SkillsUSA Championships event is held annually for students
in middle school, high school or college/postsecondary programs as
part of the SkillsUSA National Leadership & Skills Conference.

The national, nonprofit partnership of students, instructors and
industry is a verified talent pipeline for America’s skilled workforce
that is working to help solve the skills gap.

Jo LaFevre and Albert Ross

KCCC’s Albert Ross places second
at SKkillsUSA national conference

SkillsUSA held its annual National Leadership & Skills Conference
June 23-27 in Atlanta, Georgia.

Albert Ross, a recent graduate of Clear Fork High School and Knox
County Career Center’s Precision Machining program, finished in
second place in CNC Turning. Ross qualified for SkillsUSA Nationals
by winning the CNC Turning event at the state level.

Ross said, “Simply put, I'm not done. Competing at SkillsUSA Na-
tionals was one of the greatest technical challenges I've faced. It
pushed me to study harder and think in ways I hadn’t before. Now
that it’s over, I want more of that feeling. I'm not exactly sure what
my next step is, but I'm proud of how far I've come.”

Joe LaFevre, KCCC’s Precision Machining instructor, expressed his
joy and excitement about Ross’s achievement.

“The SkillsUSA National Leadership & Skills Conference is an ab-
solute honor to attend. I encourage everyone to go to it at least once.
Get out and support SkillsUSA! It’s something special to see, but be-
comes even more special when you have a student competing. Hav-
ing a student place 2nd in our nation is humbling and emotional,”
said LaFevre.

LaFevre added, “From my perspective, I know what I put into my
students in an effort to help them succeed in life and I know what
my students put in to do well and succeed at life. To see a student
succeed on the level that Albert has, it feels like grace, because it’s
a confirmation and recognition of the hard work everyone put in to
make it all happen. It’s not something just anyone gets an opportu-
nity in life to become such a part of. It’s an honor to be in the posi-
tion and to be able to say we went and had such success. I'll always
be rooting you on, Albert!”

“We want to congratulate Albert and Mr. LaFevre! How exciting
to win first place at state and then get second in the nation! Our na-
tional career technical student organizations, like SkillsUSA, provide
great opportunities for leadership training, meeting students from
around the state and country, and to hear from speakers such as
Mike Rowe,” superintendent Kathy Greenich shared.

News Briefs in Education

Kendall Nolen, of Mansfield was named to
the Mississippi State University spring 2025
President’s List.

Students on the list achieved a 3.80 or bet-
ter grade-point average, based on a 4.0 scale,
while completing at least 12 semester hours
of coursework with no incomplete grades or

grades lower than a C.
*

Jada Neal of Mifflin has been accepted to
Hiram College as a member of the class of
2029. Students will join the Terrier family
this fall as they begin classes at Hiram.

*

Local students graduated from Baldwin
Wallace University in Berea, OH. Graduates
are Will Laskey of Mansfield, a graduate of
Madison Comprehensive High School, Bach-
elor of Science: Engineering; and Isabel-
la Snyder of Mansfield, Master of Science:
Speech-Language Pathology.
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Light Up The Valley — Photos By Jeff Hoffer
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&9,/ Tim Kline earns Lifetime
| Service to Wrestling Award

Mapleton High School Wrestling Coach Tim Kline (Class of 1976),
who mentored varsity teams for two decades at the helm of the
Mounties’ program, recently earned the Lifetime Service to Wres-
tling Award. This honor was presented to him by the National Wres-
tling Hall of Fame (NWHOF), which is based in Stillwater, OK.

“This award acknowledges that Tim’s life has been significant and
is leaving behind a legacy that others admire. He has a special place
in the heritage of the sport,” said NWHOF Executive Director Lee
Roy Smith.

Kline, who was nominated for the award by the Ohio Chapter of
the NWHOF, coached five individuals to Ohio High School Athlet-
ic Association (OHSAA) State Championships during his tenure at
Mapleton. He also guided two wrestlers to OHSAA State Runner-Up
accolades, 10 to All-Ohio placement, 26 state qualifiers, three to
OHSAA District crowns, 21 to OHSAA Sectional championships, and
an amazing 43 athletes to Firelands Conference First-Place finishes.

“My father has made such significant progress and contributions
to the sport of wrestling over the years at all levels,” said Mapleton
Principal Corey Kline, who is also Tim Kline’s son and a previous
wrestling standout (Mapleton and Ashland University) and coach
himself. “This lifetime achievement award recognizes not just the
victories, but the lessons of discipline, perseverance and dedication
that he has passed on.”

Tim Kline was responsible for coaching an OHSAA State Tour-
nament Most Valuable Wrestler, a four-time Firelands Conference
Champion, and six All-Area Wrestlers-of-the-Year during his 20 years
of Varsity tutelage. During that span of time, he also was named the
Ashland Gazette Coach-of-the-Year twice.

“Tim is leaving his family, friends, and wrestling fans a valuable
asset ... a respectable name and reputation for serving a sport that all
consider worthy of passing on to future generations,” stated Smith.

Tim Kline continues to do just that. After retiring as a varsity
coach years ago he dedicated himself to the youth of his community
and can always be found helping on the biddy mats and at area tour-
naments. His knowledge and dedication to the sport will remain an
invaluable asset to the up-and-coming area wrestlers.
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THE ONTARIO 4TH OF JULY
Festival Car Show at Mar-
| shall Park was sponsored by
the Gates Insurance Agency.
The evening included cars,
music, food and a visit from
the reigning Miss Ontario
Katie Bolin, newly crowned
Junior Miss Ontario Kenley
Scott, Little Miss Ontario
Sadie Myers, and all of the
Miss Ontario contestants.
Special guest was Butch Pat-
rick, best known for his role
as Eddie Munster in the cult
classic show, The Munsters.

Photos By Jeff Hoffer
BUTCH PATRICK, the actor who played Eddie Munster on the
popular 1960s television show The Munsters, visitied Bellville last
week. He brought with him the Drag-U-La and the Eddie Chopper
and displayed them in front of the bandstand. Patrick also gave L .
an appearance at the Ontario 4th of July Car Show on June 27 in Michelle Gates, Butch Patrick He also brought the Drag-U-
Marshall Park. and Brian Gates La and the Eddie Chopper.
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THE ONTARIO BRANCH of the Mansfield/Richland County Pub-
lic Library now offers 24-hour hold lockers, providing convenient,
around-the-clock access for customers to pick up reserved li-
brary materials. Located just inside the first set of sliding doors,
the new self-serve lockers will allow customers to retrieve items
at their convenience. The system includes 24 lockers, each capa-
ble of holding reserved items for up to seven days. A user-friendly
touchscreen guides customers through a simple pickup process.
To use the locker service, customers can select “Ontario Locker
Pickup” as their preferred location when placing a hold at mrcpl.
org or through the MRCPL mobile app. Please note that some
larger items from the Library of Things collection may not fit in the
lockers and will need to be picked up during regular library hours.

Hamilton Insurance and Mansfield
Rotary join together for scramble

Hamilton Insurance Group, Inc., in partnership with the Mans-
field Rotary Club, has announced the 2025 Golf Scramble benefitting
the Mansfield Police K9 Unit, will be held Friday, Aug. 1, at Deer
Ridge Golf Course in Bellville.

Registration opens at 8 am, with a shotgun start at 9 am.

The golf scramble raises vital funds for the Mansfield Police De-
partment’s K9 Unit — a unit that is not included in the City of
Mansfield’s general operating budget, but instead depends on do-
nations and community support.

All proceeds from the golf scramble will go directly to the K9 pro-
gram, helping cover the costs associated with purchasing the dogs,
specialized training, medical care, food and vehicle modifications
needed for K9 transport.

The Mansfield K9 Unit plays a crucial role in ensuring public safe-
ty, not just within city limits but throughout the surrounding coun-
ties. These dedicated K9 teams assist in tracking missing persons,
detecting illegal drugs, apprehending suspects and enhancing officer
protection.

All this makes the K9 unit an indispensable resource to law en-
forcement and the greater community

“I first learned about the incredible work of the Mansfield K9
Unit during a Mansfield Rotary meeting, and I was immediately in-
spired to help,” said Neil Hamilton, president of Hamilton Insurance
Group, Inc. “These dogs and their handlers put themselves in harm’s
way to protect all of us. They’re an essential part of our safety net-
work, and they deserve our support.”

There are still openings for foursome teams, as well as opportuni-
ties for sponsorships and raffle donations. Foursome teams are $400
and team and hole spnsorships are available for $500. Donations of
giift cards or raffle baskets are also appreciated.

To register a team, donate a prize or become a sponsor, contact
Chris Bellamy at cbellamy@hamiltonins.net or 419-526-4700.

$20 million investment in
U.S. 30 broadband corridor
included in state budget

Ohio’s newly approved 2025-’26 biennial budget includes a $20
million investment to expand broadband infrastructure along the full
length of the U.S. 30 corridor, stretching from the state’s eastern to
western borders. This statewide project brings significant local impact
to Richland County, where connectivity improvements are expected to
enhance access, opportunity and economic competitiveness.

Locally, the funding will support increased broadband coverage in
and around Mansfield, Ontario and Shelby, boosting service to key
institutions such as North Central State College and the 179th Cyber-
space Wing, as well as underserved areas in need of reliable high-
speed internet access.

This success was made possible through the vision and collabo-
ration of Dr. Dorey Diab, the Richland County Commissioners, Rep-
resentative Marilyn John, Senator Mark Romanchuk, Speaker Matt
Huffman, Mayor Tim Perry, Ken Kmetz and Walt Borowicz of the
179th Cyberspace Wing, BroadbandOhio, OARnet, Ohio Department
of Transportation (ODOT), Richland Area Chamber & Economic De-
velopment, the Richland Community Development Group (RCDG),
and other local leaders committed to advancing digital equity and
economic development in the region.

“We are thankful for this tremendous, impactful investment in the
future of Richland County! Thank you to Governor DeWine, Repre-
sentative Marilyn John, Senator Mark Romanchuk, Speaker Huff-
man, and all of the great leadership representing our state for their
support and vision!” said Ellen Heinz, President & CEO of the Rich-
land Area Chamber & Economic Development.

Barrett Thomas, Sr. Director of Economic Development for the
Richland Area Chamber & Economic Development, added, “I'm in-
credibly proud of what this team has accomplished. Taking some-
thing of this scale from an idea to a fully funded plan is no small
task. It didn’t unfold the way any of us imagined, but we pushed
forward with perseverance, flexibility, and most of all, a shared be-
lief in our power to create positive change together. That spirit of col-
laboration and determination is the heart of what makes Richland
County so special.”

A key feature of the project includes establishing a secure “point-
of-presence” in Richland County, enabling enhanced connectivity
for both public and private users and aligning with critical infra-
structure needs for national defense and innovation sectors.

“The State of Ohio’s GRF investment in a fiber network along
Route 30 is significant for Richland County and all communities
along the entire Route 30 corridor. It positions our region at the
forefront of digital infrastructure by boosting broadband access for
residents and businesses while enhancing critical redundancy for
the 179th Cyberspace Wing. This project strengthens not only our
connectivity, but also our resilience and readiness for future growth
and innovation,” said Richland County Commissioner Tony Vero.

Additional planning and implementation details will follow as the
project progresses. The Richland Area Chamber & Economic Devel-
opment team will continue working closely with partners to com-
municate next steps and support regional engagement.
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PUBLIC HEARING

The Troy Township Trustees will hold
a public hearing for input on a pro-
posed resolution for small scale solar
facilities. The public hearing will be
held Monday July 28th 2025 at 6:30
PM at the Township meeting room at
247 S. Mill Street Lexington, Ohio. The
proposed amendments and resolution
can be viewed at the Township meet-
ing room any time prior to the public
meeting.

Kevin J. Angle

Troy Twp. Administrator
Lexingtomn, OH
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Strut Your Stuff celebrates 25 years

This year, Richland Academy
of the Arts celebrates a remark-
able milestone: the 25th anni-
versary of its dynamic Strut Your
Stuff tap dancers.

For a quarter of a century,
Strut has been a group built on
confidence, connection, and cre-
ativity, tapping into the hearts of
Mansfield and Richland County
in lasting and meaningful ways.
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Mansfield, Ohio 44906
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Founded in 2000, Strut Your
Stuff has grown into a beloved
tradition at Richland Academy
offering its performers the op-
portunity to inspire audienc-
es with their dancing, but also
their love and joy for their art.

Some of the dancers have been
tapping since they were chil-
dren, however, other members
began their dance journey as
adults proving; it’s never too late
to start tapping. RAA is thankful
for the Strut you Stuff program;
they have been our ambassa-
dors into the community, travel-
ing to nursing homes to perform
and often requested to perform
at local events. For 25 years, the
dancers have inspired audienc-
es with their signature blend of
choreography, costumes, excel-
lence, and self-expression.

“Strut Your Stuff is a legacy
that these women have built to
last,” said Erin Wolford, Strut in-
structor.

“These dancers have created
friendships that span decades,
memories that have shaped the
lives of its members, and have
impacted the Richland Coun-
ty community in a wonderful &
positive way.”

To honor this 25-year journey,
Richland Academy of the Arts
hosted a heartfelt celebration
filled with laughter, music, per-
formances, and reunions. Fami-
lies and friends gathered to re-
flect on how Strut Your

The group has contributed to
the cultural fabric of the com-
munity and shaped lives. The
group’s impact will continue
to ripple outward through ev-
ery dancer who has ever partic-
ipated in Strut, and every heart
they’ve touched along the way.

To learn more about dance
programming visit www.rich-
landacademy.com, call 419-522-
8224 or contact Dr. Michael Ben-
son at mbenson@richlandacad-
emy.com.

Founded in 1991, RAA is lo-
cated in downtown Mansfield at
4th and Walnut, next to the Car-
rousel. Supported by the Ohio
Arts Council and Area Agency
on Aging, RAA offers programs
in dance, music, theatre, visual
arts, and martial arts.

Through its Empower the Arts
Capital Campaign, RAA is work-
ing to renovate and modernize
its creative spaces for the com-
munity.





